L L migd . L1

THE WASHINGTON POST
26 April 1976'

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/05/10 : CIA- RDP88BO1 125R000300120072 2

\

PAB - 54

Screens F ound to Block
Rays at Moscaw Embassy

Assoclated Press
A classified State Depert-

ment document says .that
aluminum screening - re-

cently installed at the U.S."
embassy in Moscow is 90 per -

cent effective in blocking
out microwave radiation be-
ing beamed at the embassy
by the Soviets.

The document prepared
for use in closed briefings of
embassy - employees, pro-
vides the first detailed offi-
cial explanation of the mi-
crowave situation, which has
aroused concern over poten-

tial health hazards because-

of the radiation.

Yet many basic questions'

remain unanswered - in-
cluding why the Soviets are
continuing the microwave
bombardment.

Secretary of State Henry
A. Kissinger has called the
issue “a matter of great deli-
cacy which has many ramifi-
cations,” adding that  the

United States is involved in

talks with Soviet officials in
an effort to get the radxa-
tion stopped.

A copy of the confxdentr.al
State Department briefing
paper was made available to
the Associated Press. :

The document says that
window screens installed at
the embassy 272 months  ago

“reduce the current micro-

wave signals to a point well -
below one microwatt per:

square centimeter but not to
a ‘zero’ level.” -

By contrast, late last year
the microwaves had reached
a maximum intensxty of 18
microwatts in certainly
heavily xrrad.lated areas of

-between -

. been the target of two mi~

the embassy. the brlefing
paper said,

U.S. officials in Washing~
ton and Moscow have re-
fused to give any detailed
public explanation about the
microwave problem -since it

early February, ~ .

On the purpose of the mi. -
crowaves, the briefing paper
said, “This is something the -
Sovlets are. in the best posi-
tion to answer.” -

The Soviets, the document .

noted, “have suggested to!
some newsmen recently that '
they are attempting to inter- .
fere with embassy reception !
of communications. - Others -
have theorized that the.
beamwwek in some way.,
connected w:tlrsurveulance 1

activities” .. . «.:

On the questmn of possi=, |
ble_health hazards, the pa. :

‘per said.-that so far “no

‘cause” and “effect relation- |
“ship “has” 'B‘en\establ_i“shed 4

disorders. " cten-
tracted by those. ,lnaMoscow i

‘and their’ exposure to. the !

electromagnetic field.” ' - - }
"It noted that “a’ full-scale H

“‘study of those who havei

served- in Moscow in the
past and those whoe are
there now is in the process
of being developed.”

The briefing document :
also reported that since Oec- .
tober, 1973, the embassy has

crowave beams. “Both are
highly . directional, some-
what like searchllght beams,
but wider. They are anned
at the upper floors of the

central wing of the chancery

'story building hous# the of-

‘broke into headlines in” tlons and intelligence areas.

. from _different directions,”
the document sa!d.
- The upper floors of the 10-

fices of the ambassador and
other top diplomats, along
with sensitive communica.

" The State Department ac--
count said the two micro-
wave beams "are sometimes

-on the* air simultaneously .

for three to four hours a .

. day.” - L - v
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